Protection of the Water
Distribution System

A home or business may require (as a
condition of water service) the installation
of a backflow prevention device to provide
additional protection for the public
drinking water system.

The devices used for low hazard locations
(most residential homes) are typically Hose
Connection Vacuum Breakers, Double
Check with Atmospheric Port and Dual
Check Valves. Other protection could be
an Approved Air Gap. Graphics of these
non-testable devices are shown below.

Hose Connection
Vacuum Breaker

Dual Check Valve

Double Check with
Atmospheric Port

Examples of testable devices (shown
below) include the Reduced Pressure
Backflow (or Principle) Assembly, Double

Check Valve Assembly and the Pressure
Vacuum Breaker Assembly:

Reduced Pressure
Detector Assembly

Double Check
Valve Assembly

Pressure Vacuum
Breaker Assembly

Device photos courtesy of Watts Water Technologies
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Help us protect UBC’s
drinking water

Telephone: 604.822.1333
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